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The Changing Paradigm
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What’s the Purpose?

“The true purpose of assessment must be, first 
and foremost, to inform instructional decision 
making. Otherwise, assessment results are not 
being used to their maximum potential”

 - Ainsworth, L., & Viegut, D. (2006) 
Common Formative Assessments
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What qualities do you look for in a 
good assessment?
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Essential Questions

• How does individual student growth provide us 
with information about students’ strengths and 
weaknesses?

• How do assessments support and inform 
instruction?

• How do I evaluate assessments in order to 
determine their quality?

• What does that analysis look like for administrators, 
teachers and students?

• How do I use assessment to plan for future 
instruction?
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Lighthouses

Standards Assessment Instruction

1 2 3
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Standards Assessment Instruction

1 2 3

Lighthouse #1- Standards
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Lighthouse #1- Standards

Goals Objectives

Proficiency 
StatementsAnchors

“I Can” 
Statements
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Standards Assessment Instruction

1 2 3

Lighthouse #2 - Assessment
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Evidence Data

DrivingSummative

Formative

Lighthouse #2 - Assessment
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 FORmative is FOR Learning

• Formative Assessment

• The goal of formative assessment is to gather feedback that 
can be used by the instructor and the students to guide 
improvements in the ongoing teaching and learning context. 
These are low stakes assessments for students and 
instructors.

• Examples:
• Asking students to submit one or two sentences identifying 

the main point of a lecture

• Have students submit an outline for a paper.

• Early course evaluations
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SUMmative is the SUM of all Learning

• Summative Assessment

• The goal of summative assessment is to measure the level of 
success or proficiency that has been obtained at the end of 
an instructional unit, by comparing it against some standard 
or benchmark.

• Examples:
• Assigning a grade to a final exam

• Critique of a Senior recital

• University Faculty Course Evaluations

• The outcome of a summative assessment can be used 
formatively, however, when students or faculty take the 
results and use them to guide their efforts and activities in 
subsequent courses
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The Critical Question

“What kinds of assessments and assessment items 
will provide the best evidence as to whether 
students have met the singular purpose of 

proficiency in a standard or portion of a standard?”
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Now it’s your turn!!!

Take a copy of 3 different 
assessments.
Get in a group
Rate them 1st (best), 2nd and 3rd 
place for quality.
Then we will regroup and compare our 
placements
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Qualities of a good assessment

First session

• True to what has been taught
• Teacher friendly grading
• Teach to the test!
• Appropriate amount of content and questions
• Validity
• Restate questions
• Ask questions that force students to explain thinking process
• clear directions
• Performance assessments
• Concrete questions
• Critiquing questions
•  
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Bloom’s Taxonomy
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Webb’s Depth of Knowledge
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Hess’ Cognitive Rigor Matrix
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“Unwrapping, Deconstructing, 
Unpacking”……Why do we do it?

 - to find the VERBS (skills) and NOUNS (concepts)

 - to fully understand what students are expected to 
KNOW and be able to DO

 - to enable teams to assigning a level of BLOOM’s 
TAXONOMY to the verbs or DOK to the overall task or 
standard(s)

 - to ensure fidelity, high ALIGNMENT and appropriate 
level of rigor between standards and assessments
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Standards Assessment Instruction

1 2 3

Lighthouse #3 - Instruction
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Student - 

Centered RtI

Best 
PracticeEngagement

Units

Lighthouse #3 - Instruction
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Read 
“The Formative 
Process” article
Think about the following 

questions:
*which elements of the 
process do we do well?
*Which elements can be 

improved upon? 
 

Turn and Talk
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Standards Assessment Instruction

1 2 3

Collaboration through PLCs!!!!

Collaboration
25



26



Exit Checklist
• What major components do you still need 

clarification on? 

• Please list your 3 biggest “take-aways.”

• What is one thing you plan on changing upon 
returning to your classroom in the fall?
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Try It!
Use one of the following standards to write one 
selected-response item that serves as evidence of 
learning.

•CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.D
Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.
g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag).

•CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.1.OA.B.3
Apply properties of operations as strategies to add and subtract.
2 Examples: If 8 + 3 = 11 is known, then 3 + 8 = 11 is also known. 
(Commutative property of addition.) To add 2 + 6 + 4, the second two 
numbers can be added to make a ten, so 2 + 6 + 4 = 2 + 10 = 12. (Associative 
property of addition.)

•CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.6
Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to 
answer, explain, or describe.
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/1/OA/B/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Content/1/OA/B/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/2/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/2/6/


3, then 4, then 2, then 1

• (3) Begin with the PROFICIENT level 1st…….This 
is where the standard “lives”

• (4) This is PROFICIENT PLUS

• (2) Most of PROFICIENT

• (1) Little of PROFICIENT
29


