
Strategies for Diverse Learners
EL Team



Who are EL Students
- What does it mean to be considered EL?

- Home Language Survey:
- Is a language other than English spoken at home?
- Does the student speak a language other than English?

- If “Yes” is marked for either of these, the student must be 
screened.
- Reading - 4.2 → N/A
- Writing - 4.2 → N/A
- Listening - N/A → N/A
- Speaking - N/A → N/A
- Composite - 5.0 → 4.8



Requirements
- If a student is determined to be EL per the screener:

- Must have supports built in throughout the day.
- One class dedicated to ESL.
- Exposure to Bilingual certified instructors.

- ACCESS Test:
- Standardized Exam given each January to all identified EL 

students.
- Tests the four domains of language 

- Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking



Passing the ACCESS
- After a student “passes” the ACCESS exam:

- They are PROFICIENT in English NOT FLUENT.
- Proficient students are “very skilled,” but with less 

familiarity and formality of fluent speakers.
- Monitor status for TWO years:

- No longer take ACCESS, but must be monitored for grades 
and progress.

- During this time still might need regular access to 
established EL supports.



No Prep Strategies
★ Make connections with students!

○ Learn about who they are, where they are from
○ Who is their family and how are they involved in their education?
○ They will be more comfortable with you which will help you in the 

classroom with issues like asking questions

★ Give that extra time to think! 
○ Some students need to think through the language in the question 

before being able to formulate an answer. 



No Prep Strategies
★ 10/2 strategy 

○ Set a timer or build into lesson for success! 

★ Re-explain with other words

○ Idioms, uncommon language and the like make their way into 

lessons. Use other words in case a student is unfamiliar

★ Breakdown directions 



Plan Ahead Strategies
★ Narrate powerpoint presentations and/or record lessons

★ Word wall with vocabulary

★ Provide audiobook for novels  

★ Think and Talk Tool 
○ Unit specific 
○ General use 

★ Use visuals and realia

★ Frequent check-ins with students
○ Check if they are on the right track, many will not raise hand/ask questions if confused



Highly Recommended from Students

★ Build relationships with students--Connect!
★ Meet students at their level 
★ Talk slowly and in words they know
★ Praise their work even if small gains/growth
★ Make learning fun!



High School
*Use as many visuals as possible before introducing new content (photos, 
video clips, props, gestures, etc.)

*Use captions (in English) when watching videos; transcribe videos if possible

*Avoid lecturing 

*consider what you are trying to assess



The Features of Academic Language in the WIDA Standards - 
Text Analysis for Adapting Texts for EL students



The Impact of Visual Supports
http://neomam.com/interactive/13reasons/

http://neomam.com/interactive/13reasons/


Classroom Strategies to Support EL Students
● Provide/post visual supports for concepts and key vocabulary.  Provide sensory, 

graphic and interactive supports.
● Tier 2/Tier 3 Word Bank to include high frequency words, and support vocabulary 

words used in giving directions and sequencing words. 
● Post sentence strips around the room that model academic language. An 

example could be: “I agree/I have a different opinion, I think _________  because 
_______ to help students frame their responses and encourage classroom 
exchanges.

● Provide opportunities for engagement activities
● Increase feedback from students utilizing word mapping, whiteboards, exit 

tickets to show what students understand and find which strategies work.
● Modify/Adapt texts to foster comprehension and vocabulary development.
● Look for pictures/posters that reflect different cultures as you teach so that 

students can see themselves in the content.

 



Engagement Strategies



Utilizing WIDA Can-Do Chart 
● Chart student’s language 

abilities allow for teacher to 
have a snapshot of all 
students on one page.

● Allows teachers to 
appropriately assess 
student’s according to 
abilities



Examples of Supports



Specific Sensory Supports



Online Resources for Modifying/Adapting Texts 
● News ELA
● Simple Wikipedia
● Rewordify 
● Text Compactor
● Canva-Make it Visual!



Using Rewordify



Using Rewordify

● Except from the 
Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn by Mark 
Twain



Using Rewordify

● Except from the 
Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn by Mark 
Twain

● Rewordify provides 
different settings to 
display vocabulary.



Using Rewordify

● Except from the 
Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn by Mark 
Twain

● Rewordify provides an 
analysis of text features.


