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National Ambassador for Children’s 
Literature Gene Luen Yang Issues the 
following challenge to young people 
and educators: 



Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sachar

On 2017-2018 Bluestem and Rebecca Caudill 
Lists

Friendship and bullying topics

Science and ethics of science

Math - Geometric Growth

Social studies and Government Oversight 



Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sachar - Resources
STEM Read - NIU

http://www.stemread.com/fuzzy_mud/ 

Science Online

Videos, Diagrams, Interactive 
Experiments, Lesson Plans, and more

Issues and Controversies

Pros and Cons, Timelines, Statistics,
Discussion Questions

http://www.stemread.com/fuzzy_mud/
http://online.infobaselearning.com/Direct.aspx?aid=96968&pid=WE40
http://online.infobaselearning.com/Direct.aspx?aid=96968&pid=WE57


Nine, Ten: A September 11 Story by Nora Raleigh Baskin 
Historical Fiction

4 characters with different perspectives

Establishes the characters and settings in 
the days before and how their lives change

The End 

A gentle beginning



Nine, Ten: A September 11 Story - Resources



Red: A Crayon’s Story by Michael Hall
Great for Social Emotional Learning

Short and clear, but easy to apply

Art works with text to deliver 
message

Good for talking about labels 



George by Alex Gino
About a transgender person who is in fourth 
grade

Completely appropriate to the age group

Not about attraction or private parts - it is 
about identity and not fitting a label

Realistic range of reactions from other 
characters that ranges from denial, teasing, 
and confusion, to genuine support



George by Alex Gino - Resources



George by Alex Gino - Resources
United States Transgender Advocacy

Mission is to provide to help and advocacy to transgendered people in 
situations of prejudice, human rights violations, or hate crimes. 

Run by a Woodstock resident but take cases from all over the US

Available for consultation, training, or speaking

Crystal Ann Gray - cgray@ustransgenderadvocacy.org

http://www.ustransgenderadvocacy.org/

mailto:cgray@ustransgenderadvocacy.org
http://www.ustransgenderadvocacy.org/


Lailah’s Lunch Box by Reem Faruqi
Quick Read - Easily leads into discussion

Good Intro to Ramadan

No Bullying, but does mention the fear of 
being different



Lailah’s Lunch Box by Reem Faruqi - Resources



Making Bombs for Hitler by Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch
1943, German slave labor camp

10 year old Ukranian Girl, first person account

Doesn’t shy away from experiences, but it’s a little less 
visceral than a true memoir

Good step between Number the Stars and Night



Making Bombs for Hitler Resources



The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora by Pablo Cartaya
English title w/ Spanish words/phrases

Three starred reviews, endorsed by Matt de la Peña & 
Margarita Engle

Cuban-American main character, Cuban culture. Miami 
setting

Gentrification; activism; courage, first romance

José Martí, poetry, Cuban cooking

Backmatter: Pablo Cartaya’s Recipe Corner; author’s note



The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora: Resources

           



The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora: Resources cont.

      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blUSVALW_Z4

    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blUSVALW_Z4


The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora: Resources, cont.



The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora: Resources, cont.

          



El único destino by Alexandra Diaz
English version rec’d Pura Belpré 2017 
Author Honor; ALA Notable Book

Guatemalan, Central American immigration          

Children emigrating alone, riding 
“The Beast”

Dangers of leaving central America, 
crossing into Mexico, the Border, Gangs 

SE: Bravery, perseverance, artistic expression



El único destino - Resources

World Newspapers

Guatemala

La Hora

    



El único destino - Resources cont.

  



Lowriders in Space by Cathy Camper
Pura Belpré 2017 Illustrator Award Winner

Illustrated by Raúl the Third, from El Paso-Juarez

Ties in scientific content on The Milky Way,
 The Pleiades, gaseous planets, Pluto, 
aurora borealis, constellations

Mexican/Mexican American culture references:
 El Chavo del Ocho, Cantinflas, cumbia.
Aztec mythology references: man in the moon 

Backmatter: Author’s note; illustrator’s note, glossary
 



Lowriders in Space - Resources



Lowriders in Space - Resources cont.



Lowriders in Space - Resources, cont.
Aztec folklore: 
http://bibliotecadigital.ilce.edu.mx/Colecciones/index.php?clave=huasteca&pag=7 

Spanish-language tale from Veracruz can be turned into readers theater

Used at Cuentos en Garden Quarter, add masks, puppets.

Octupi: True Blue Bloods-

Scientists in the Field series 

 

http://bibliotecadigital.ilce.edu.mx/Colecciones/index.php?clave=huasteca&pag=7


Lowriders in Space - Resources cont.
Bi-Folkal Kit: 
Remembering 
Automobiles

DVD, manual, CD
Upholstery and carpet
Samples, Model A hubcap, 
map.


